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Maryland’s Champions of Freedom 
Try It — Comparing Primary and Secondary Sources on Frederick Douglass: Graphic Organizer 

Primary Source Secondary Source 

Topic 

Author 

How does the author know this 
information? 

What is the author’s purpose? 

What is the author’s point of view? 

What information is included in the text? 



© 2015 MSDE. All Rights Reserved. ss-mod16  2 
 

 Primary Source Secondary Source 

What information is the same in the 
primary source as it is in the secondary 
source? 

(Corroboration) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What information is different in the two 
sources of information? 
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 Primary Source Secondary Source 

Is the additional information in the 
secondary source provable? Logical? 
Explain your answer. 
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