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Gains of the Great Depression  

During the Great Depression, millions of people lost jobs, and 

families struggled to find financial footholds. It lasted for ten years, 

leaving very strong memories of dramatically dark times. Throughout 

those years, people found new ways to cope with the struggles, and 

interestingly enough, new emotions and belief in the ideals of America. 

Everybody learned the importance of being resourceful, while also 

keeping hope for the future and growing more unified and patriotic as a 

country. 

One important effect of the Great Depression was how it made 

people and families resourceful. That quality is largely a part of the 

memoir Digging In, where a man who lived during the Depression talked 

about his family's frugalness, and how they had to "cut back on 

everything possible" in order to save money. Some of the things they had 

to cut back on included city water, selling their car, and discontinuing 

purchases of toothpaste, toilet paper, and snacks, just to name a few. They 

also "took care of what [they] had", and listed all the ways they used a 

cotton cloth, which included using it as a dish cloth, bandage, quilt piece 
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and more. These qualities of being f rugal  and resourceful weren't bad;    
 

 
 

they taught people to not be wasteful  and to not spend money on things  

that aren't necessary.  Being resourceful became a part of life during the 

Depression as  a way to help families stay  financially afloat.  

 More significantly the Great Depression, in a broad sense, brought a  

sense of patriotism and more unity as  a country.   Former President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt  enriched his second inaugural address with these ideals.   He 

said that the greatest change he had witnessed was the "change in the moral  

climate of America" and that they were on the road of progress. Another  

quote of his was  "in seeking for  economic  and political progress as a  

nation, we all  go up, or else we all  go down, as one people."  What  

Roosevelt was implying  was   if the people  wanted their country to go in  

the right direction, they all had to work together. Working together  

wouldn't be hard, due to the entire country's new sense of belief in their  

country, also known as patriotism. The United States' stronger sense of  

unity that came about during the depression helped citizens work through 

the hard times.  

 Most importantly, the  Depression oddly  enough brought a sense of  

hope.   In some cases, farmers had to keep hope  for the future  and that it  

would bring rain for their crops so they could get  money, as a farmer had in a  

poem called "Debts". In an article  about "The New Deal", on explanation 

was  given about how Roosevelt gave the  country  hope by  creating many  

reforms that were  aimed to "relieve poverty, reduce unemployment, and 
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speed economic  recovery". This hope for the future gave people  

something worth living f or during times when suicide didn't seem like a  
Reminds  audience of the 
focus /  topic / main point of  
the essay.  

bad idea. Indeed, this sense of hope was a very important effect that the 

Great Depression had on the people who lived through it.  

 Even though the  Depression devastatingly affected tens of millions of  

people, the way it changed people's outlooks was inspiring.  Instead of tossing a   

cotton bag in the  garbage, people learned to be resourceful  and used them as  

towels and dish cloths. A stronger sense of pride in their country helped them  

work through the hardships together, with patriotism and unity. Above  all  

else, without hope for the future, people  would've  given up on trying to fix  

their severely  wounded economy. These enhanced senses of resourcefulness, 

unity, along with patriotism and hope were all ways that the Great 

Depression affected Americans.  
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In this on-demand assignment, students were asked to explain the effects of the Great Depression on people  

who lived through it. This writer provides some  context about the severity  of the Great Depression in the  

introduction and then states his main points (the Great Depression taught people to be resourceful  as well as  

inspired unity), which serves to preview what follows.  

  

The writer organizes ideas, concepts, and  information clearly by concept, using textual evidence to support  

the main points. While he uses the texts extensively, they are not the organizing principle; rather, the  

concepts of resourcefulness and unity  are. The writer uses appropriate, varied, and strong transitions to 

clarify relationships and create cohesion (for example,  “Indeed, this sense of hope…”). W ithin each chunk of  

the essay, the writer uses  precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to name and explain the effects,  

which he has identified from the texts he has read. The writer  analyzes evidence thoughtfully throughout so 

that the reader  grasps the complexity of the topic.  

 

While the essay is compelling and even dramatic, it has an appropriately formal style. The conclusion 

follows from and supports the information presented, and in it the writer  analyzes the implications and 

significance of the topic.  




